Summer Reading Selections
Kindergarten

Are You My Mother?					Eastman
The Best Nest						Eastman
Chickens Aren’t the Only Ones				Heller
Danny and the Dinosaur				Hoff
The Gingerbread Boy					Galdone
Go, Dog, Go!						Eastman
Harry, the Dirty Dog					Zion
Inch by Inch						Lionni
There Once Was a Puffin				Jacques
The Three Bears					Galdone
Three Little Kittens					Galdone
Wait and See						Munsch


















Lower Grammar (grades 1, 2, 3)

The 18 Penny Goose					Walker
Amos and Boris					Steig
Big Snow						Bean
Egyptians (Usborne Beginners)			Turnbull
Exodus							Wildsmith
Henry and Mudge (any in series)			Rylant
Mr. Putter and Tabby (any in series)			Rylant
The Little Island					Brown, Weisgard
Sam the Minuteman					Benchley
Squanto, Friend of the Pilgrims			Bulla
The Tale of Three Trees				Hunt
The True Story of Pocahontas				Penner
When I Was Young in the Mountains			Rylant
The Quarreling Book					Zoltow, Lobel
Three Young Pilgrims					Harness















Upper Grammar (grades 4, 5, 6) Easy

Abel’s Island						Steig
All-of-a-Kind Family					Taylor
The American Revolution				Bliven
The Buffalo Knife					Steele
Castle							MacCaulay
Cathedral						MacCaulay
Daniel Boone: Young Hunter & Tracker		Stevenson
Davy Crockett: Young Rifleman			Parks
Farmer Giles of Ham					Tolkien
Flaming Arrows *					Steele
George Washington					d’Aulaire
How We Crossed the West				Schanzer
The Hundred Dresses					Estes
Ink on His Fingers					Vernon
Island of the Blue Dolphins				O’Dell
Jamestown: New World Adventure			Knight
Journey to Monticello					Knight
Justin Morgan Had a Horse				Henry
The Matchlock Gun					Edmonds
Michaelangelo						Stanley
Minstrel in the Tower	(Medieval)			Skurzynski
My Side of the Mountain				George
Nathan Hale: Patriot Spy				Zemlicka
Otto of the Silver Hand (Medieval)			Pyle
The Pioneers Go West					Stewart
Pocahontas						d’Aulaire
The Prairie Thief					Wiley
Starry Messenger					Sis
The Sword in the Tree					Bulla

Upper Grammar, easy, cont’d)

The Tale of Despereaux				DiCamillo
The Black Stallion					Farley
They’re Off! The Story of the Pony Express		Harness
Thomas Edison: Young Inventor			Guthridge
Twenty and Ten (WWII)				Bishop
The Twenty-One Balloons				du Bois
Viking Adventure *					Bulla
Why Not, Lafayette?					Fritz
Winter at Valley Forge					Knight
Young John Quincy					Harness

Upper Grammar (grades 4, 5, 6) Average

Absolutely Truly: Pumpkin Falls Mystery		Frederick
Adam of the Road (Medieval)				Gray
Big Red						Kjelgaard
Bound for Oregon					Van Leeuwen
Calico Captive						Speare
Coral Island						Ballantyne
Cowboys of the Wild West				Freedman
Daniel Boone						Daughterty
Davy Crockett: His Own Story				Crockett
Duel in the Wilderness (French/Indian War)*		Farley
Dutch Color						Jones
Early Thunder (American Revolution)*		Fritz
Elizabeth I: Red Rose ….Tudor				Lasky
Gettysburg						Kantor



Upper Grammar, average, cont’d)

The Good Master (Hungary, WWI)			Seredy
Good Queen Bess (Elizabeth I)				Stanley
The Great Little Madison				Fritz
Guns for General Washington				Reit
Hans Brinker or The Silver Skates			Dodge
The Hawk That Dare Not Hunt by Day		O’Dell
Hideout in the Swamp					Prins
Huguenot Garden					Jones
If All the Swords in England				Becket
The Incredible Journey					Burnford
Indian Captive						Lenski
Iron Scouts of the Confederacy				McGiffin
John Paul Jones, Fighting Sailor			Sperry
Johnny Tremain					Forbes
Journey to America					Levitin
Journey to the Center of the Earth			Verne
Knights and Armour					Firth
Lad: A Dog						Terhune
The Landing of the Pilgrims				Daugherty
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow				Irving
The Life of Washington				Pollard
The Light Princess					MacDonald
Little Lord Fauntleroy					Burnett
A Little Princess					Burnett
A Long Way from Chicago				Peck





Upper Grammar, average, cont’d)

The Magna Charta					Daugherty
Marie Antoinette: Princess of Versailles		Lasky
Mary, Queen of Scots					Hahn
The Moffats (and any sequel)				Estes
Navigating Early					Vanderpool
North to Freedom					Holm
The Ocean of Truth (Sir Isaac Newton)			McPherson
Old Yeller						Gipson
Otto of the Silver Hand				Pyle
Out of the Dust						Hesse
Paul Revere and the Minute Men			Fisher
Perilous Road						Steele
A Piece of the Mountain				McPherson
Pinky Pie						Estes
The Princess and Curdie				MacDonald
The Railway Children					Nesbit
Return to Gone-Away Lake				Enright
Scottish Seas						Jones
The Secret Garden					Burnett
The Secret Mission					Van der Jagt
Snow Treasure						McSwigan
Starry River of the Sky					Lin
Stonewall (Civil War)					Fritz
The Story of the Surrender at Yorktown		Kent
The Story of the Treasure Seekers			Nesbit
The Story of Thomas Alva Edison			Cousins
Thimble Summer					Enright
Tom Sawyer Abroad					Twain
Tom Sawyer, Detective					Twain

Upper Grammar, average, cont’d)

Traitor							Fritz
Treasures of the Snow					St. John
Usborne Book of Castles				Chisholm
The Vikings						Janeway
Where the Red Fern Grows				Rawls
The Wright Brothers					Reynolds
Yankee Doodle Boy					Martin
The Young Huguenots					Floyer

Upper Grammar (grades 4, 5, 6) Challenging

Air Raid – Pearl Harbor				Taylor
The Diary of Anne Frank: Young Readers Edition	Frank
Anne of Avonlea					Montgomery
Anne of the Island					Montgomery
Around the World in 80 Days				Verne
Black Beauty						Sewell
The Boy in the Alamo					Cousins
The Boy Who Became Buffalo Bill			Warren
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (young reader)	Kamkwamba
The Boys’ War (Civil War)				Murphy
Carry On, Mr. Bowditch				Latham
A Christmas Carol					Dickens
A City in Winter					Helprin
Crispin: The Cross of Lead				Avi
The Eye of Midnight (1920s NYC)			Brumbach
The Fellowship of the Ring				Tolkien
Five Little Peppers and How They Grew		Sidney



Upper Grammar, challenging, cont’d)

From the Earth to the Moon				Verne
Gettysburg: Two Eyewitness Accounts			Haskell
Heidi							Spyre
Hey, Mac!						McMurdie
The Hiding Place					Ten Boom
Iron Thunder (Civil War)				Avi
Kidnapped						Stevenson
Land of the Morning					McMurdie
The Light in the Forest					Richter
Little Britches: Father and I Were Ranchers		Moody
The Little Prince					de Saint Expuery
The White Horse					Goudge
Moccasin Trail						McGraw
The Prince and the Pauper				Twain
The Return of the King					Tolkien
Sergeant York and the Great War			Skeyhill
Shiloh							Naylor
The Story Girl						Montgomery
The Story of Rolf and the Viking Bow			French
The Sword and the Flame				Lawhead
Tales of Persia						Miller
The Black Stallion					Farley
The Trumpeter of Krakow				Kelly
The Two Towers					Tolkien
Watership Down					Adams
With Lee in Virginia					Henty
A Wrinkle in Time					L’Engle
The Yanks Are Coming					Marrin
The Yearling						Rawlings

Dialectic (grades 7, 8, 9) Easy

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn			Twain
The Complete Sherlock Holmes			Doyle
The Book of Pirates					Pyle
The Book of the Dun Cow				Wangerin
Bridge to Terabithia					Paterson
Captains Courageous					Kipling
The Chronicles of Narnia				Lewis
The Dragon and the Raven				Henty
The Eagle of the Ninth*				Sutcliff
Escape from Egypt (Exodus)				______
The Faithful Spy: Bonhoeffer				Hendrix
Father Giles of Ham					Tolkien
God King (Days of Hezekiah)				Williamson
The Golden Goblet					McGraw
Hidden Figures (young reader)				Shetterly
The Hound of the Baskervilles				Doyle
The Iron Ring						Alexander
The Jungle Book					Kipling
The King’s Shadow (11 Century England)		________
The Lord of the Rings					Tolkien
Mara, Daughter of the Nile				McGraw
Men of Iron (1400 England)				Pyle
O Pioneers!						Cather
The Pearl						Steinbeck
The Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt			Payne
The Prince and the Pauper				Twain
The Story of a Bad Boy					Aldrich
The Story of Rolf and the Viking Bow			French


Dialectic, easy, cont’d)

Swallows and Amazons				Ransome
The Swiss Family Robinson				Wyss
Tales of Ancient Egypt					Green
The Black Pearl					O’Dell
Theras and His Town (Greece)				Snedeker
The Time Machine					Wells
Tirzah							Travis
Twice Freed (Early Christianity)			St. John
The War of the Worlds					Wells
Winning His Spurs (Crusades)				Henty
Kidnapped						Stevenson

Dialectic (grades 7, 8, 9) Average

Animal Farm						Orwell
Augustine Came to Kent				Willard
Ben Hur*						Wallace
Beric the Briton*					Henty
The Black Arrow (War of the Roses) *			Stevenson
Black Ships Before Troy*				Sutcliff
The Cat of Bubastes (Ancient Egypt)			Henty
The Complete Father Brown Stories			Chesterton
Coronation of Glory (Lady Jane Grey)			Mernoff
The Epic of Gilgamesh					George
The Faithful Spy (Bonhoeffer)				Hendrix
For the Temple (Fall of Jerusalem)			Henty
The Ides of April (Ancient Rome)			Ray
In Freedom’s Cause (Wallace and Bruce)		Henty
Kim							Kipling

Dialectic, average, cont’d

The King’s Fifth (1540 Mexico)				O’Dell
The Lantern Bearers (Roman Britain Book 3)*		Sutcliff
Life on the Mississippi					Twain
Lord of the Nutcracker Men				Lawrence
The Lost Baron (1200 Cornwall)			French
The Mysterious Island					Verne
Outcast (Roman Britain and the Celts)			Sutcliff
The Pearl						Steinbeck
The Perilous Gard (Queen Mary Reign)		Pope
The Red Keep (12th Century Burgundy)		French
Rip Van Winkle					Irving
Robinson Crusoe					Defoe
The Shining Company (600 Britain)			Sutcliff
The Silver Branch (Roman Britain Book 2)		Sutcliff
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight			Tolkien
Son of Charlemagne (AD 781)				Willard
St George for England					Henty
Sword Song (Vikings – England)			Sutcliff
The Thief (Queen’s Thief, Book 1)			Turner
The Three Musketeers					Dumas
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea		Verne
The Wanderings of Odysseus*				Sutcliff
The Young Carthaginians (Punic Wars)		Henty







Dialectic (grades 7, 8, 9) Challenging

Beowulf						Rebsamen
The Best Thing in Life					Kreeft
Canterbury Tales					Chaucer
Charles Dickens and the Street Children of London	Warren
The Chronicles of Brother Cadfel (series)		Peters
David Copperfield					Dickens
Hinds Feet on High Places				Hurnard
Horatio Hornblower (series)				Forester
I Don’t Know How the Story Ends			Cheaney
The Invisible Man					Wells
Ivanhoe (Norman Conquest)				Scott
Joan of Arc						Twain
The Last Days of Pompeii				Bulwer-Lytton
The Last Days of Socrates				Plato
Looking for the King: An Inkling’s Novel		Downing
Macbeth						Shakespeare
Murder in the Cathedral				Eliot
The Nine Tailors					Sayers
Quentin Durward (King Louis XI)			Scott
Quo Vadis (time of Nero – 64 AD)			Sienkiewica
The Red Pony						Steinbeck
Scottish Chiefs (William Wallace)			Porter
The Story of Rolf and the Viking Bow			French
The Talisman (Crusades)				Scott
The Unaborted Socrates				Kreeft
Unbroken (young adult adaptation)			Hillenbrand
